
TIMELINE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

1789 

June 17 - The Third Estate (commoners) declares the National Assembly. 

June 20 - Members of the Third Estate take the Tennis Court Oath demanding certain rights 

from the king. 

July 14 - The French Revolution begins with the Storming of the Bastille (right).  

August 26 - The National Assembly adopts the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 

Citizen.” 

October 5 – Women’s March on Versailles. A large group of women (and men) march from 

Paris to Versailles to demand lower bread prices. They force the king and queen to move 

back to Paris. 

October 6 - The Jacobin Club is formed. Its members become some of the most radical 

leaders of the French Revolution. 
 

1791 

June 20-21 - The "Flight to Varennes" occurs when the royal family, including King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette, attempts to flee 

France. They are captured and returned to France. 

September 5 – “The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen” is written by 

French activist, feminist, and playwright Olympe de Gouges (left, portrayed by Meg Wolf) in 

response to the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.” 

 

 

 

September 14 - King Louis XVI formally signs the new constitution. 

October 1 - The Legislative Assembly is formed. 

 

OLYMPE DE GOURGES began her career as a playwright in the early 1780s. As political tension rose in 

France, she became increasingly politically engaged, advocating against the slave trade in the French 

colonies. At the same time, she began writing political pamphlets. Today she is perhaps best known as an 

early women's rights advocate who demanded that French women be given the same rights as French 

men. In her “Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen,” she challenged the practice of 

male authority and the notion of male-female inequality. She was executed by guillotine for attacking 

the regime of the Revolutionary government and for her association with the Girondists, a faction of 

moderate republicans who advocated a constitutional government and continental war. One of her most 

famous quotes is, "Regardless of what barriers confront you, it is in your power to free yourselves; you 

have only to want to."  



1792 

March 20 - The guillotine becomes the official method of execution. 

April 20 - France declares war against Austria. 

September 2 - 7 - The September Massacres occur. Thousands of political prisoners are killed before they can be 

freed by royalist troops. 

September 20 - The National Convention is established. 

September 22 - The First French Republic is founded. 

1793 

January 21 - King Louis XVI is executed by guillotine. 

March 7 - Civil war breaks out in the Vendee area of France between revolutionaries and royalists. 

April 6 - The Committee of Public Safety is formed. It will rule France during the Reign of Terror. 

 

July 13 - Radical journalist Jean-Paul Marat is assassinated by Charlotte Corday (left, 

portrayed by Callie Turner). She is subsequently tried and executed by guillotine on July 

17.  

 

September 5 - The Reign of Terror begins as Maximilien Robespierre (right), the leader of the Committee of Public 

Safety, declares that terror will be the "order of the day" for the revolutionary government. 

September 17 - The Law of Suspects is decreed. Anyone suspected of opposing the revolutionary government is 

arrested. Thousands of people will be executed over the next year. 

 

 

CHARLOTTE CORDAY, the daughter of an impoverished aristocrat and an ally of the Girondists, 

came to regard Marat as the unholy enemy of France and plotted his assassination. On July 13, 

she gained an audience with Marat by promising to betray the Girondists. Marat, who had a per-

sistent skin disease, was working as usual in his bath when Corday pulled a knife from her bodice 

and stabbed him in his chest. He died almost immediately, and Corday waited calmly for the  

police to come and arrest her. She was guillotined four days later. Jacobin leaders had her body 

autopsied immediately after her death to see if she was a virgin (she was), because of their  

belief that she could only have been driven to such violence because of her love for some man (in 

this case, a nonexistent male conspirator).  



October 16 - Queen Marie Antoinette (left, portrayed by Justine Stillwell) is executed 

by guillotine. 

 

 

November 3 – Olympe de Gourges is executed by guillotine.  

1794 

February 4 – Slavery is abolished (temporarily) in France and its colonies.  

July 27 - The Reign of Terror comes to an end as Robespierre is overthrown. During the 

Reign of Terror, at least 300,000 suspects were arrested; 17,000 were officially executed, 

and perhaps 10,000 died in prison or without trial.  

July 28 - Robespierre is executed by guillotine. 

1795 

July 14 - "La Marseillaise" is adopted as the national anthem of France. 

November 2 - The Directory is formed and takes control of the government of France. 

1799 

November 9 - Napoleon overthrows the Directory and establishes the French Consulate with Napoleon 

as leader of France. This brings an end to the French Revolution. 

MARIE ANTOINETTE was the youngest of sixteen children raised by loving parents. Her arranged 

marriage to Louis XVI at the age of fifteen solidified a Franco-Austrian alliance. Marie took the 

throne in 1774 and ultimately had two children, although the public did not embrace her as a 

mother figure as rumors of infidelity and infertility haunted her. She was equally disliked by the 

royal elite and the lower class both for being Austrian as well as for her extravagant lifestyle and 

disregard for the manners of the day. History paints a one-sided picture of a complex woman who 

loved her husband and followed him in execution. 

 

MARIANNE ANGELLE is a composite figure, based on revolutionaries in Saint Domingue (now Haiti), 

which in 1791 was a sugar, coffee, and cotton producing French colony. There were 500,000 enslaved 

people, 32,000 white, and 28,000 free blacks. The colony provided great wealth to France. When the 

Revolution broke out in 1789, little was done to extend the Declaration of the Rights of Man to slaves 

in the French colonies. The enslaved people of Saint Domingue rose up in August 1791 and started what 

was the first successful slave revolt in history. In the play, Marianne (portrayed by Kerrie 

Thornton, right), is a free woman working as a spy in France for the slaves in Saint Domingue.  


