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BAINBRIDGE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA GUEST COLUMN 
Submitted by BSO Music Director & Conductor Mario Alejandro Torres, April 2019 Concert 

If you have been an avid BSO audience member and supporter, you may have noticed that each of the previous 
two concerts revealed different constituents of the true power of music. Rebellion! will unveil another take on 
how music can convey a strong message against injustice. 

Every time I approach the music of Jean Sibelius, I am always amazed by the complexity and uniqueness of his 
musical expression. Finlandia is perhaps Sibelius’ most performed and known orchestral work. This piece is so 
powerful and so evocative of Finnish identity, that words were added to the solemn hymn-like middle section to 
became the unofficial national anthem. What amazes me the most about this work, is how descriptive its 
musical themes are and what they represent. The introduction of the piece represents the distant, ominous 
Russian Empire, while the brisk and driving middle passage is said to express, “Rally Finns, fight the 
oppressors!” The hymn-like section describes the beauty of Finland, its landscape and its people. 

When addressing the music of Edward Grieg, nobody has expressed it more powerfully than Tchaikovsky: “In 
Grieg’s music, there prevails that fascinating melancholy which seems to reflect in itself all the beauty of 
Norwegian scenery, now grandiose and sublime in its vast expanse, now gray and dull, but always full of charm 
… and quickly finds its way into our hearts to evoke a warm and sympathetic response … What warmth and 
passion in his melodic phrases, what teeming vitality in his harmony, what originality and beauty in the turn of 
his piquant and ingenious modulations and rhythms, and in all the rest what interest, novelty, and independence! 
If we add to this that rarest of qualities, a perfect simplicity, far removed from affectation and pretense … it is 
no surprise that everyone should delight in Grieg.” 

Symphony no. 7 by Dvořák is without any doubt one of my favorite symphonies of all times. I still vividly 
remember when I listened and played this symphony for the first time. It was an awakening moment, and I 
remember thinking “I have never heard anything like this before.” I felt an immediate connection with this 
music, with every theme, with every note. For me, this was a singular experience, and the Symphony came to 
represent musical perfection. Dvořáks symphony and Sibelius’ Finlandia were conceived after the idea that the 
unity of a nation is crucial and that such unity is the only way to fight back any political oppression.  

April 13 & 14: Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra presents REBELLION! 
Maestro Mario Alejandro Torres and the BSO present a program dedicated to a pair of composers who have 
stood bravely against oppression and canalized the importance of this message through their masterful works. 
Received with great acclaim at their premieres, Sibelius’ Finlandia and Dvořák’s Symphony No. 7 in D minor 
lived on to establish a legacy that immortalized the composers. The program will also showcase Emily Jeeho 
Park, winner of Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra’s 2019 Young Artist Concerto Competition in a performance 
of Grieg’s Piano concerto in A minor, Op. 16. 
Media Sponsors: Classical KING FM 98.1 and KCTS 9 – Public Television 
Community Sponsors: Carly’s Rolling Bay Café and Wicklund Dental. 
Performances: Saturday @ 7:30 p.m. & Sunday @ 3:00 p.m. (pre-concert chat Sunday @ 2:15 p.m.) 
Tickets: $21 for adults, and $18 for seniors, students, military, and teachers; each youth receives free admission 
when accompanied by a paying adult @ 206.842.8569 or www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org 

CONTACT / EVENT INFORMATION: Mario Alejandro Torres, mtorres@bainbridgeperformingarts.org | 
https://www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org/events/2019/4/13/1819-bso3 
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